FOLKSWORTH & WASHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL

ANNUAL REPORT 2009-2010
Chairman’s Report

Another year has passed and I think it fair to say that given the present economic climate, we have come through this as well as any other parish in our locality. In my twenty odd years of representation on the council it has been the lightest one for planning applications, reflecting the general situation across the county.

I must thank Jackie Stanbridge our Clerk for all the hard work put in by her over the year. A particularly testing one with applications for grants and the term end for the present council.

We were unfortunate in that one of our councillors moved to Wiltshire at Christmas so the remaining members had extra duties to do at the latter end of the year. Many thanks are due to them for their work over the last four years. 

As is now evident the main efforts were directed to the playing field and the new play park which has been achieved after much negotiation for grants and contracts. The cost of this was totally supported by Cambs County Council and our own playing field fund, left over from the acquisition of the field back in the 1990’s. Much of the design was developed by input from the local children and the naming of the park was by way of a competition which local children won and will officially open it. A special thanks to Rachael, Lucy and Peter are due for without them this project would not have happened.

Some work has started on a pocket park round the pond which involves planting some trees and a tidy up. This will be an ongoing project and some fruit trees have been supplied by HDC for the programme. 

After a somewhat colder winter than we have been used to for some years the tarmac surfaces have suffered from deterioration round the village. The highways department are very aware of the repairs needed and are doing their best to catch up.

I have to mention that earlier in the year, we lost a past councillor and chairman in Ambrose Field. He had reached a mature age and was a loyal councillor and chairman when I came to the village. Many residents will miss Joan and Ambrose as they were very involved in village life.

This report will see the end of a four year term and as I write this we are thrust into the election period both national and local. I have been vice chair for four years and then Chair for the last two but have now decided to stand down. I hope the new council will continue to represent the residents as they have done in the past and the village continues to be a pleasant one to live in.

Colin Borley
Planning Report

As last year it has been quiet in term of Planning Applications received.  

The one likely to have the most significant impact on the village was the outline application for the Great Haddon Development.  Proposals within the development include for up to 5350 new homes, 65 hectares of employment land, a district and two neighbourhood centres (with a mix of retail, commercial, community and health facilities), educational facilities (three primary and one secondary school), five Gypsy and Traveller pitches, open space, highways, utility and drainage infrastructure.

 

In terms of transport it included blocking the A15 at the Peterborough end of Yaxley to all traffic except buses, traffic lights on the A1 (M)/A15 island and southbound slip road, traffic lights on the Haddon Road junction and diverting traffic off the A15 after the POW Camp via a new dual carriageway road to the traffic island at Orton Malbourne on the Fletton Parkway.  Other routes seemed to be inappropriately directed through new residential areas, not unlike the A15 at Hempstead.

Council felt the development and traffic routing was to the detriment of existing local communities which would become part of the urban sprawl and could lose their individual character.

More recently your Council were, following detailed questioning, pleased to support the application from Lisa Blackman to establish a Farm Shop on Folksworth Road.  We note it has now received permission from Hunts DC, and we wish her well with this venture.

Police Liaison Report

I have again attended various neighbourhood forum police meetings this year where the overall issues continue to be anti social behavior and speeding through the villages.  In the district of Elton and Folksworth there have been 17 incidents of Anti Social Behaviour between 1st January and 31st March 2010 which compares to a total of 15 in the same period of 2009.  This represents an increase of 13.33%.  There were a total of 27 combined road related incidents for the same period of 2010 with one of the most common repeat locations being Washingley Road Folksworth where 3 damage only incidents occurred.  Regular patrols of the new Folksworth Fun Park will continue.  I am pleased to report that various arrests have been made in connection with the increase of fuel thefts in the area.

The Parish Council works closely with the Police Authorities in the area with regular updates of crime and response relevant to the Parish
Andy Lobb

Vice Chairman
Playing Field Project

Despite efforts by several Council members and the Clerk, we finally had to accept that we were unable to pursue the Multi Use Games Area project via the Wren grant application.   Mainly because we were not able to provide sufficient evidence that it was supported by the parishioners, and the Parish Plan was no longer seen as a good indicator. Therefore the agencies with grants did not see ours as a priority.

However we were made aware of a grant scheme from Cambs CC that would provide play equipment on the field to help children aged 8-13 keep fit and healthy.

We held open consultation meetings with children to ask them what they would like and had a very good response.  We would like to thank, in particular, Rachel Kelly and Lucy Ward who organised the meetings and displays and activities for the children. It was this evidence of children’s involvement in the scheme which finally enabled us to access the £35000 grant funding 

The timescale was short as the money had to be spent by 31 March and we were a little concerned that we would not be able to comply.  However thanks to the Clerk, Wicksteed and R J Warren Installations we now have some very nice equipment on the field in a landscaped setting with mounds and plants.

 Whilst we are hoping the turf on the mounds will settle down and the planting survive, the rest of the equipment has already been well used by the children and positive comments received from parents/carers/grandparent, about the new facility.

We will be having two ceremonies to allow the winners of the competition to name the park to open the park, one for the village on 31 May and one to coincide with the village Fete on 5 June when we will also invite the funders, installers etc.
Footpaths
 
Council has continued this year to be a member of the Parish Paths Partnership (P3) scheme and supports Cambridgeshire County Council’s improvements in accessibility to the footpaths and bridleways.  Further improvements over the year have been the removal of the Style Townsend Way on the footpath to Stilton and the erection of the kissing gates on footpaths between Washingley and Caldicott.
 
 
Pocket Park
 
Council is taking steps to improve the area at the back of the pond. Ivy has been taken off the existing old fruit trees and the Parish Council has obtained 9 native species fruit trees from Huntingdonshire District Council.  Two of these have already been planted by the pond and the remainder will be planted in this area in the Autumn.
Alison Brown
Synopsis of Accounts

Council received a Precept of £18,673 for the year 2009-2010 together with a contribution towards Grass Cutting from Cambridgeshire County Council of £379.  The recycling credits received from the various recycling bins in The Fox car park netted the parish £317 and bank interest amounted to £49.00.  When interest rates were higher most parish councils used these amounts to pay for projects and improvements but these now have to be taken from General Reserves.
Council’s largest expense is Staff Costs at £6880.  The general maintenance of the Parish including various repairs due to vandalism totalled £5135.  A total of £4660 was distributed by way of grants to village organisations and running costs were £1931.  The two new noticeboards….one in Morborne Road and the other at the Washingley Crossroads cost £1566.

There was much discussion at Council’s budget meeting as to what the Precept should be set at for the coming year.  Given the times that we are all living in it was decided to set the Precept at £19,000 representing an increase of £327 – approximately £1 per household per annum.
Jackie Stanbridge

Clerk to the Council/Responsible Financial Officer
